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Executive Summary °

Assessment of national spending on HIV/AIDS is an increasing concern
among policy makers in both developed and developing countries. Many
countries have employed findings from the assessment for guiding health
financing policies and responses in short - and long-term basis. In Thailand,
the National AIDS Spending Assessment (NASA) report, previously known as
the National AIDS Account-NAA, was initiated in 2000. It has been developed
as part of the financial profiles of the national HIV/AIDS program and responses

biennially reported to UNAIDS and the Royal Thai Government.

The objectives of this study are to estimate the magnitude, financing
sources, activities and beneficiary populations of expenditure for HIV/AIDS
prevention and control during 2016 to 2017. It also aims at producing key
indicators on total expenditure on HIV/AIDS, expenditure per capita, and
HIV/AIDS spending as percent of total health expenditure and country's GDP.
With the application of National Health Accounts [OECD System of Health
Account, version 1.0: 2000], a two dimensional matrix of financing sources
and beneficiary populations by healthcare function was produced. Data were
compiled from financial reports and secondary data on actual expenditure

on HIV/AIDS where available from relevant financing agents.

Results show that the total expenditure on HIV/AIDS was approximately
7,914 million and 8,436 million Baht, or 120 Baht and 127 Baht per capita of
Thai population in 2016 and 2017, respectively. The total expenditure on
HIV/AIDS accounts for 0.05% of GDP or 1.4% of Total Health Expenditure
(THE) in these two years observed. Most expenditure for HIV/AIDS concentrated

on healthcare and treatment, which accounts for 68.0 and 70.5 percent of
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HIV/AIDS expenditure respectively. Domestic sources mainly finance for
HIV/AIDS care and medical treatments, while international financing sources
were mostly spent on disease prevention and programme management

including administration.

From the past decade, HIV/AIDS spending in Thailand increased for
6 consecutive years 2008-2013 and slightly decreased during the year 2014-
2017, in which care and treatment, in particular Antiretroviral Therapy (ART)
was the majority of expenditure. Financing HIV/AIDS program hasn't mainly
relied on unpredictable donor funding, which is the strength of the Thai program,
as well as the capacity of locally produced first line-drug of antiretroviral

treatment.

In conclusion, to achieve the goal of National AIDS plan and strategies
for sustainable development, hence, disease prevention activities among
HIV/AIDS population are highly recommended, and should be mainly financed
by domestic financing sources. This new approach will ensure the sustainability
of HIV/AIDS prevention and control activities in Thailand. The development
of NASA methodology, in particular, completing the data of beneficiary
populations is required to strengthen the utility and capacity in producing

the NASA report.

Key words : National spending on AIDS, health financing source, care and

treatment, universal access to ART
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